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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The lengthy specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to determine the 
presence of all possible minor errors. Applicant's cooperation is requested in correcting any 
errors of which applicant may become aware in the specification. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Akerib. 

Akerib discloses an image-processing method (Akerib: figure 2), comprising: transferring 
image data to a storage unit (Akerib: column 14, lines 1-3), the image data being formed by 
several pieces of image data (Akerib: column 15, lines 40-50), the image data being separated 
firom several lines of image data (Akerib: column 62, lines 43-60); sequentially reading out the 
several pieces of image data fi'om said storage unit (Akerib: column 21, lines 30-50); and 
filtering target image data subject to filtering using predetermined pieces of the read image data 
(Akerib: column 35, hnes 40-52), as in claim 1. 

Akerib discloses an image-processing method (Akerib: figure 2) comprising: sequentially 
entering several pieces of image data (Akerib: column 21, lines 30-50) that are used to filter 
several pieces of target image data subject to filtering (Akerib: column 35, lines 40-52); shifting 
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the sequentially entered several pieces of image data (Akerib: column 26, lines 35-47); parallel- 
feeding predetermined pieces of the shifted image data (Akerib: column 14, lines 15-17); and 
filtering the several pieces of target image data subject to filtering using the parallel-fed 
predetermined pieces of the shifted image data (Akerib: column 36, lines 40-67), as in claim 2. 

Akerib discloses an image processor (Akerib: figure 3), comprising: a first storage unit 
operable to store image data formed by several pieces of image data (Akerib: column 14, lines 1- 
3), the image data being separated firom several lines of image data (Akerib: column 15, lines 40- 
50); a data readout unit operable to sequentially read out the several pieces of image data stored 
by said first storage miit (Akerib: colunrn 21, Unes 30-50); a filtering unit operable to filter target 
image data subject to filtering using predetermined pieces of the image data that are read out 
firom said data readout imit (Akerib: column 35, lines 40-52); a second storage unit operable to 
store the filtered target image data subject to filtering (Akerib: column 14, lines 35-45); and a 
data write unit operable to write the filtered target image data subject to filtering to said second 
storage unit (Akerib: column 14, lines 50-67), as in claim 3. 

Regarding claim 4, Akerib discloses wherein said filtering unit comprises a data output 
control unit operable to feed the filtered target image data subject to filtering, but operable not to 
feed a predetermined piece of non-filtered image data in accordance with mode information 
(Akerib: column 2, lines 35-45), as in the claim. 

Regarding claim 5, Akerib discloses wherein said filtering unit comprises a data output 
control unit operable to provide a countdown fi-om an initial value each time when the image 
data is fed, the initial value being determined in accordance with the number of pixels to be 
processed, said data output control unit being operable to feed only a predetermined piece of 
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non-filtered image data as well as filtered target image data subject to filtering in accordance 
with results fi-om the countdown (Akerib: colimm 42, lines 10-42; column 32, lines 64-67; 
column 33, lines 1-5), as in the claim. 

Regarding claim 6, Akerib discloses wherein said filtering unit comprises a image data- 
retaining unit operable to retain several pieces of image data for use at the time of next filtering, 
the several pieces of image data for use at the time of next filtering being selected fi-om among 
the several pieces of image data read out by said data readout unit fi"om said first storage unit 
(Akerib: column 62, lines 50-60), as in the claim. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Rovati discloses a coprocessor circuit architecture for digital encoding appHcations. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this commimication or earlier communications fi^om the 
examiner should be directed to Andy S. Rao whose telephone number is (571)-272-7337. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8 hours. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mehrdad Dastoxui can be reached on (571)-272-7418. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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